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widely about it, and the date when the fort came to an end is admittedly
unknown, still the size of the fort has been confirmed at about five acres
and knowledge advanced in other details. Moreover the volume contains
miscellaneous contributions to the history of Roman Manchester which
may be of use to the archaeologist.. Professor Tait points out how and
why the Roman name of the place is unknown, freely quoting Dr. Bradley'?
article in this Review (xv. 496). Dr. Hicks, now bishop of Lincoln,
writes well of Mithraism, though the peg on which his article hangs is, in
reality, not demonstrably Mithraic. The illustrations of Roman pottery
may interest students of the new Roman ceramical chronology, though the
text to these plates is not altogether satisfying. The minute account of
the coins, compiled by Dr. Conway and his colleagues, ought to be noted
by numismatists. Historians would probably have been more pleased if the
contributors to the volume had combined to write a methodical account of
Roman Manchester and its antiquities. But perhaps the time for that
was not yet. At any rate, whoever tries the task will have reason to be
very grateful to Mr. Bruton and his colleagues for much material of real,
if somewhat uneven, value. S.

The First Annual Report of the Liverpool Committee for Excavation and
Research in Wales and the Marches (Liverpool: University Press, 1909)
deserves a welcome because it opens up a prospect of much-needed investi-
gation of Welsh archaeological sites under skilled direction, comprehensive
organisation, and adequate equipment. A first report is in the nature of
things tentative, and it was inevitable that more should be said in it of
what the committee proposes to do than of what has been actually
accomplished. Yet apart from two ' preliminary reports,' mapping out
future possibilities of work, Mr. Newstead has already contributed to the
society an interesting addition to our knowledge of the Roman wall on
the east side of Chester, and Mr. Evelyn-White publishes an elaborate
account of excavations made in 1908 at Caerleon, each article being
copiously illustrated. The chief preoccupation of the committee at
present is Roman antiquities, but it also looks forward to work in other
fields, and expects important results from the excavation of early monastic
localities such as Whitland and Bangor-on-Dee. It is much to be desired
that the sites of these ancient houses of religion should be carefully
examined ; though it may be permitted to doubt whether the material
remains of early Celtic monasticism are sufficiently solid to have survived
the ages, especially when later buildings have in many cases been erected
on or near them. Norman and post-Norman monasteries are a more
hopeful field, though few Welsh monasteries are likely to yield results
of more than local importance ; but medieval castles are after all the
best archaeological monuments in Wales, and it may be hoped that the
committee will early turn its attention to them. Our only complaint
as regards this most encouraging report lies in the fact that there is not
so much as a line of suggestion that Wales is a land of castles. T.

The principal task that Mr. A. W. Wade Evans has set himself in
his Welsh Medieval Law; being the Text oj tlte Laws of Howel the Good
(Oxford : Clarendon Press, 1909) is to present an accurate text of the Laws
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of Howel Dda from the Harleian MS. 4353 and Cotton MS. Cleopatra A.
xiv. in the British Museum. On the whole he has succeeded. His edition
of the text bears everywhere signs of industry and care. The accom-
panying English translation is avowedly based upon that of Aneurin
Owen, but there are many differences between the two, and Mr. Evans's
alterations are invariably justified either by the correction of his text or
by a desire for greater precision. The introduction is the weakest part of
the book. It is confused in arrangement, and is marred by much irrelevant
and highly speculative matter. The attempt to re-name the different
codes is unfortunate. Owen's classification may be open to serious
objection, but it has as much to recommend it as has that of Mr. Evans.
With all his ingenuity Mr. Evans cannot persuade us that the persons
whose names he adopts to christen his codes are jurists of importance, or
that they are in any real sense the compilers of the codes he names after
them. Of one of them he says : ' Nothing more appears to be known of
this Blegywryd beyond what is stated in this preface. Hence this par-
ticular group of law books may not inaptly be styled the " Book of Blegy-
wryd " ' (p. ix). If this represents the evidence upon which we are asked
to accept a new classification, it is hardly likely that the latter will meet
with acceptance. I t would have been for the convenience of those
students who cannot read Welsh had the English translation been indexed.
But on the whole the editor is to be thanked for supplying a trustworthy
text of the Welsh laws issued in a cheap and handy form. A. J.

Dr. Philipp Funk in Jakob von Vitry, Leben und Werke (Leipzig :
Teubner, 1909), which forms the third number of the Beiirage zur KuJ,-
lurgeschichte des Millelakers und der Renaissance, edited by Dr. Walter
Goetz, has produced a careful and useful study of a man whose writings
exercised a lasting influence on medieval thought and literature. Jacques
de Vitry's influence was felt in so many directions that it is impossible to
do full justice to it in a short monograph. Dr. Funk has little to say
on the importance of the Exempla : dazu, as he remarks, ist nur der
Romanist kotnpetent. He has in the first part of his essay, dealing with
' Jakobs Leben,' cleared up a good many doubtful points in chronology.
In the second part, ' Untersuchung der Schriften,' the pages dealing with
the life of Maria of Oignies and her importance in the history of religious
experience are of the highest interest. In her adoption of voluntary
poverty, manual labour, and mendicancy, in her devotion to the lepers,
she presents a curiously close parallel to St. Francis. Yet it is certain that
Jacques de Vitry wrote his friend's life shortly after her death (in 1213)
and before he had been brought in contact with the Franciscan movement.
Maria, in her fervent longing to realise the sufferings of Christ, inflicted
wounds on her own body and was rewarded by a seraphic vision : frusta
-non modica cum culiello resecavit, quae pro verecundia in terra abscondii et
quia nimio amoris incendio inflammata carnis dolorenn swperavit, unum de
Seraphim in hoc mentis excessu sibi adslantem aspexit. Dr. Funk, in dis-
cussing Jacques' references to the Franciscan movement, adopts Dr. Goetz's
inferences as to the original character of the order (against Mandonnet and
to sonic extent Sabatier) ; and he agrees with Denifle's view (against
Mandonnet and we may add Mortier) that the nova religio et praedicalio

 at U
niversity of Sussex on A

ugust 19, 2015
http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/

D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/

